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�1�H�Z�V���I�U�R�P���6�W���%�D�U�W�K�R�O�R�P�H�Z�·�V�� 

I hope your Christmas was as splendid a celebration as ours. We had 
something for everyone; we sang, we ate, we laughed at puppets, threw 
enormous balloons about, contemplated the mystery, and considered 
how much we are grateful for the best gift of all.  

So now, we turn our thoughts to the year ahead of us,  and we begin to 
try to make sense of what that gift actually means - which brings me 
neatly to our Alpha course. Running for a few weeks by the time you see 
this, it will still have a few weeks to go, and you do not have to have  
attended any of the previous ones to benefit from the rest - if you have 
questions ���D�Q�G���Z�K�R���G�R�H�V�Q�·�W�����I�U�D�Q�N�O�\����you would be very welcome to pop 
into the Church Room on a Wednesday night. Come for 7pm, have a 
spot of supper, watch a video, have a chat. No such thing as a stupid 
question, we are thinking and learning together. More details further on 
�L�Q���W�K�H���P�D�J�����/�H�Q�W���E�H�J�L�Q�V���R�Q�������Q�G���)�H�E�������6�K�H�·�V���Q�H�Y�H�U���W�D�O�N�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���/�H�Q�W��
Easter ALREADY?) so if you fancy learning a little more, come and join 
us and the Chapel for a few easy and informal evenings next month.  
Details on the page after the Alpha info. 

On a practical note, I Have A List: trees to be tidied and trimmed; paths 
to be cleared of moss and edged; weeds to be removed; doors to be 
stripped of failing paint; shrubs to be cut back, compost heaps to turn 
(and cleared of non-compostable rubbish! Seriously, who DOES that? 
Stoppit, PLEASE!); noticeboards to be updated; brass to be cleaned and 

lacquered (SO much brass); carpets to be shampooed; paint 
on porch walls to remove; a front door to be sanded and  
varnished; porch gates to be repainted; oh, and did I mention 
a church roof to be replaced? None of these things require 
you to be a churchgoer, and I cannot do them all myself, so 
be prepared for requests for assistance over the next few 
months. If you feel you could fling a bit of Brasso around 
whilst up a ladder, please let me know! (We are talking to  

professionals about cutting the trees back, so you can keep your  
secateurs in your pocket - for now.) And - there are bulbs showing their 
heads all over the churchyard! Come and see! 

 

HOPE: What do you remember about 2025? 

It was hot!: Head of climate attribution at the Met Office,  
�'�U���0�D�U�N���0�F�&�D�U�W�K�\�����V�D�L�G�����´�����������Z�D�V���W�K�H���Z�D�U�P�H�V�W���\�H�D�U���R�Q���U�H�F�R�U�G��
�I�R�U���W�K�H���8�.�����L�Q���D���V�H�U�L�H�V���G�D�W�L�Q�J���E�D�F�N���W�R�����������«�«�«�«�«�7�K�L�V���Y�H�U�\��
warm year is in line with expected consequences of human-
�L�Q�G�X�F�H�G���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H�µ���� 
Conflict: Continued in Israel/Palestine & the war between 
Ukraine/Russia is in its 3rd year.  
Sport: The Lionesses won the European football cup.  
Politics: Donald Trump started his 2nd Presidential Term.  
There would have been many more significant events, in the 
world, in our country and more locally in our communities and 
families. Always, some good and some more challenging. 

What is it we would like to happen in 2026? What do we hope 
for? 

The Oxford English dictionary defines hope as, �µ�D���I�H�H�O�L�Q�J���R�I�� 
�H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���G�H�V�L�U�H���I�R�U���D���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���W�K�L�Q�J���W�R���K�D�S�S�H�Q�µ�� 

I would hope that the world can take more care about the  
environment, as we only have one earth. I would hope that we 
can build loving and peaceful relationships, between nations 
and peoples; between different communities and people of all 
faiths and none; between families and neighbours who are the 
people we live among for love and mutual support. 

Over Christmas (only just over a month ago), we celebrated the 
birth of Jesus, and many of us came to church to sing carols; we 
listened to the story and wondered at who is this Jesus, Prince of 
Peace, Sustainer of the earth and, in his name, the one who 
Saves. Hope is intrinsic in the story of Jesus. 

Would you like to know more about Jesus and Christianity? 
�&�R�P�H���W�R���W�K�H���$�O�S�K�D���F�R�X�U�V�H���D�W���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K���R�Q���D���:�H�G�Q�H�V�G�D�\�����,�W�·�V��
free and full of Hope. (see advert on page 16)  

Stephen Burgess, Lay Minister 
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Did you see the lights in St Francis Drive? Did you 
go to the opening event, sing carols, drink hot  

chocolate by the fire? If you did, well done and Thank You! You raised 
£613.83 for Guide Dogs for the  Blind. I would like to express my thanks 
to all parties, relatives and neighbours, and the supporters of our event. 
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but you have questions - consider coming to either the Alpha course 

currently running in the Church Room on a Wednesday evening, or 

the Lent group at the Chapel throughout March. You are not  

committed to coming every week, and you would be VERY welcome! 

Details on pages 9/10. 



Lent Fellowship 2026 

As in previous years, the chapel and the church are coming 
together on four Tuesday evenings in March to do a little think-
ing and share some conversation and refreshments. Many 
people think of Lent as a time for giving something up but this 
year, we are going think about what we might gain from con-
sidering the following topics: 

�x�� How can we seek and benefit from quiet and stillness 
when we are surrounded by a world in turmoil and con-
stantly assaulted by bad news? 

�x�� How can we find a fresh perspective and how might this 
benefit us? 

�x�� How can we pursue peace in a world 
in which war and social conflict have  
become defining features of our 
time? 

�x�� · How can we hold on to goodness? 

You do not need to be a member of either church or chapel to 
join us �² �\�R�X���G�R�Q�·�W���H�Y�H�Q���Q�H�H�G���W�R���E�H���D���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�����$�V���L�W���V�D�\�V���R�Q��
the notice outside the chapel, no matter who you are or where 
�\�R�X���D�U�H���R�Q���O�L�I�H�·�V���M�R�X�U�Q�H�\�����\�R�X���D�U�H���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H���W�R���M�R�L�Q���X�V�� 

Meetings will be on 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th March at the 
chapel with doors opening at 7.15 pm for a 7.30 start and  
aiming to finish by 8.30 pm. 
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Open Door 

Every Friday 10.30 �² 11.30am Church Room  

�6�W���%�D�U�W�K�R�O�R�P�H�Z�·�V�����:�L�F�N����All are welcome to 

meet friends and neighbours. Coffee, chat and a  



Absolutely Feet  
Foot care, in your  

own home. 
Joanne Nash - Fully insured  
Foot Health Professional 

Tel: 07881 530600  

 Doynton Village Hall 
 ��������Suzanne Carten on  

07986 636611 
doyntonvillagehall@mail.com   

doyntonparishpump@yahoo.co.uk  

 E C Alderwick & Son Ltd 
  Family funeral directors 

 Serving Bristol since 1945 
0800 018 4386 

�%�*�·�V���7�D�[�L�V 
Your local, friendly and  

reliable service 
 Please call Barry or Gail  on  

0117  9859595 or  07786 620455.  
Wheelchair Access 

Dyrham & Hinton Village Hall 
Available to hire 

Hall bookings via: 
 www.DYRHAMANDHINTON.COM 

 
 

 

Estate Agents, Bath 
Village property specialists 

Offering a professional, friendly service 
01225 444 454 

Express Windscreen Services 
Windscreens replaced or repaired. 
Any glass replaced and vacuumed 

after. 
 0772 130 5383  

 
 

Accessible door to door transport with 
a travel card.  

www.kingswoodct.org.uk 
961 6016 

M J Crawford Carpentry 
& Kitchen Fitting Ltd 

All types of carpentry.  
Kitchens designed and fitted.  

Small extensions & maintenance. 
0790 992 8413     986 4304 

mjcrawfordcarpentrykitchen@yahoo.com 

Home  Cottage Tree Care  
Abson, Wick and Doynton  

For tree care needs, including specialist 
hedge trimming and stump grinding.  

Fully insured 
www.cliftontreecare.co.uk  937 2966  

0797 693 5965 

JE Plastering, Decorating & Property 
Maintenance Services 

Based in Wick 
07387 948065 

    Steve Crawford Building Services 
Plastering, decorating,  

wall/floor tiling, general building. 

0777 563 4547 or 967 9129 

BELLYMIXTURES 
Low impact  

middle eastern fusion dance 
class. 

SBL school - Monday 7pm 
Ages 16 to 106.  

Tel 07900 216 913�� 
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Barkers Boarding Kennels 
Dogs walked in open countryside.  
Visitors welcomed by appointment. 

Mob 0789 999 8938 or 937 3082 

S T Bishop & Co Ltd 
6 London Road, Wick 

For your garden machinery sales and 
service 

Email:sales@stbishop.co.uk 
www.stbishop.co.uk  937 2285 

mailto:doyntonvillagehall@mail.com


Roy Preddy Funeral Directors        
Your 24hr  
Personal service 
Mangotsfield 956 2834 
Kingswood 944 6051 

Local firewood logs 
  Split and delivered in large or small  
quantities. We can also deliver woodchip.  
www.cliftontreecare.co.uk 

Mobile Hairdresser 
11 years experience. 
All aspects of unisex  

hairdressing. 
Please phone Tracey on   0795 253 2106 

Pelos Hair & Beauty 
Unisex  

Open  Tues - Sat 

Top of the Pots 
Chimney Sweeping  

services  

Call Steve on 07775758976 
     �6�D�U�D�K�·�V���6�X�J�D�U�F�U�D�I�W�� 
         Speciality cakes 

Wedding, anniversary, birthday etc.     
www.sarahssugarcraft.co.uk 

Splash Bathrooms.  
Complete Tiling  

and Plumbing  services.  
Bathroom installation specialists. 

�^�������W�Z�K�W���Z�d�z 
Building & maintenance,  

painting & decorating, plumbing &  
carpentry, general building and brickwork. 

 

 Call Martin on  07775 897682 

�^�������^�����&�&�K�>�������E�����Z�K�K�&�/�E�' 
 Scaffold for External Painting,  

Guttering, Roof Problems, Stacks,  
Cleaning Etc 

For Free No Obligation quotes, please 
call Martin on ���������������������������� 
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Wick Church Room  
Available for parties, meetings etc. 

 
 
 
 

R H Land & Garden  
Lawn treatments,  

Land Management, Landscaping 
 

In Wick 
 

 
 

 CSP and HCPC registered With 25 years of  
experience to reduce your pain and improve your 

quality of life  

joni@phoenixphysio.uk Tel: 07907 
705944  

Wick Service Centre 
 

Your local Service and Repair 
MOT £35 

95 Riding Barn Hill Wick  
BS30 5QZ  
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The Annexe Yew Tree Cottage  
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